
Modelling Contest Special Category 

The Flats Challenge 

Rules for this challenge are pretty simple.  

 Build a flat or low relief structure.  The subject choice is entirely up to you, just be creative. 

 The structure will be restricted in size to no more than 10 cm deep, no more than 30 cm wide, 

and no more than 30 cm high.  Entries greater than this size will be deemed either for display only, or 

eligible for the general structure category. 

 If required, a PLAIN BLACK SUPPORT BASE/STAND may be used to safely display the model. 

 Connecting infrastructure, such as verandahs, awnings, footpaths, or platforms, are permitted, provided 

they too are inside the restricted dimensions. 

 Judging will be conducted by popular vote (same as each of the regular contest categories). 

 

Good luck, and happy building.   
We look forward to seeing what you can achieve with The Flats Challenge! 

Max Depth 10 cm Max Depth 10cm 
Support base if required 

Max Width 30 cm 
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The Australian Narrow Gauge Convention once again brings a new subject to the “special category” of the 

2019 modelling competition. This is designed as a category to perhaps extend your normal modelling 

practices, and to allow you to have a go at a different modelling project. 

In keeping with the idea of a model that presents itself as fairly portable (especially for those needing to 

travel to the Convention), we introduce The Flats Challenge. Quite simply, this is a structure building 

category, where the restriction is that the entry must be built as either a flat or a low relief model, as 

commonly utilised at the rear of a modeller's layout. When space can be at a premium, a flat can be a very 

effective feature at the rear of a scene, helping greatly to add depth to an otherwise narrow stage. 

As far as subjects go, there is an endless number of different structures that could be modelled as a flat or 

low relief model. Store fronts, industries, residential or railway precinct structures are just a few of the 

directions that could be taken. The front façades of many buildings are often loaded with character, and so 

they are perhaps the obvious choice in this challenge, but remember to consider the other walls ... a rear 

or side wall can be equally interesting (think about signage, disrepair, clutter and service entries, which tell 

as much of a story about the structure as the front face does). The other plus with this category is, once 

the contest has concluded, you will be left with a model that is ready to use on your layout. 


